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Welcome To
Paradise!

It's sad that some states
are restricting drag
performances while holding
active shooter drills in
schools.

. In Key West, we celebrate
\ the drag community and
the rich and vibrant history
| associated with it.
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| remember the days when | was a tourist here and the sheer magic
that the island held. The American Caribbean that you don't need a
passport to get to. The way that the island air smelled (not on Duval St,
of course). The unmistakable turquoise, cobalt and aquamarine water
that sparkles day and night. The surprisingly salty tasting sea water
that makes my skin so soft after a day floating for hours in the water at
the parks or out on a boat. Every once in a while, | still get a day or two
when | get swept up in the moment of living on this island. The
Husbutch and | get date night on the rare occasion and we often
choose the same activity for it.

Mallory Square.

| swear it doesn't matter how many times you go there it's new every
time. Performers come and go. The Cat Man was a huge draw when |
was first visiting the island, now the fire jugglers are extremely popular.
There are always musicians, acrobats, and vendors. There is a woman
who makes sail bags. Yes, out of real sails from ships! There is a
woman who carves your name into a beautiful shell to take home. |
love the guy who bends wire into shapes, words, PEOPLE! He made
a small engine prop plane with a prop that actually spun for my
grandfather. | have a conch shell he made while | was standing right
there. The vendors are fun to talk with and there are plenty of places to
sit and just people watch. Take some cash with you for some of the
best guacamole I've ever tasted (and the street performers to watch
while it's being made). He makes it fresh while you wait and it just
tastes better while watching a sunset and having a drink from El



Meson De Pepe. Speaking of which, there is live music right outside of
the restaurant just off of the edge of Mallory Square, too. I'm telling
you, it's a whole experience. One that, to be honest, a two page article
could never do justice. You could write a whole book on Mallory
Square. I'd buy it!

The reason for all of this frivolity is something we call Sunset
Celebration. All of this incredible art and festival happens every single
night and it has been going on like this for decades and decades.
There are photos of a little girl with blond hair from the 70’s at Mallory
Square who used to spin and dance and everyone knew her. She is all
grown up now and moved away from the island, I'm told. It is a place
where locals and tourists mingle together to appreciate all that this
island has to offer and celebrate another day coming to a close in
paradise. Locals bring their Yeti cups (no endorsement, just a fact)
with their favorite beverage of choice, rest on a bench or the seawall
and smile as the sun goes down. The better the beverage, the bigger
the smile if you know what | mean.

The sunset as the final act of the day is unparalleled. People hold
hands, cuddle up and dance to the acoustic tunes of a local artist as
they try to catch a glimpse of the green flash. Every night there is
someone who swears that they saw it. Even when it's cloudy as can
be. (I want whatever they're drinking.) The sunsets are the most
beautiful here. As a local, | have had the pleasure of watching the
sunset move from over Sunset Key to the open water and back again.
The colors will astound you. When the ball of butter makes it just below
the horizon, you'll hear everyone around you clap and cheer! Why?
Who knows. They're happy to be alive. Happy to be on vacation?
Happy to live here. Any number of reasons. It has been this way for a
long long time. | hope you'll join us sometime down at Mallory Square
for a fresh coconut water and postcard-worthy sunset. Lez Go Out and
enjoy every minute of itl
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706-A Duval Street
Key West, Florida
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PASTA CAFE

HOMEMADE PASTA, GLUTEN FREE & VEGAN
Open every day at 5:30 PM, seating until 10:00 PM.

INDOOR/OUTDOOR SEATING

900 Southard Street, Key West, FL 33040
(305) 294-2469

www.Mangia-Mangia.com



NOV 17-18, 2023
MIAMI TO KEY WEST

The 2023 goal is $2 million for the
20th anniversary of The SMART Ride.

SIGN UP, AND BRING A BEST FRIEND... FAVORITE NEIGHBOR...CO-WORKER...
THE RIDE IS BETTER WITH A BUDDY!

3 ways to find out more or sign up!
1. Go to TheSMARTRide.org

2. Check out the Key West Mile Markers FACEBOOK Page @
tinyurl.com/FacebookKWMM2023

3. E-mail Team Captain Donald Dotzauer @ don@drlb.net

PRESENTED BY THE SMART RIDE BENEFITS THESE 6 PARTICIPATING FLORIDA AGENCIES
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WATERFRONT PLAYHOUS E

At Mallory Square * Key West
PRESENTS §

/ f
EDWARD ALBEE’S

APRIL 6™ - APRIL 22\°

FOR TICKETS CALL 305-294-5015
WATERFRONTPLAYHOUSE.ORG
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DOfgred ENCLUSIVELY af Dvvnd Modicsl Spa, Bay Wead

A revolulionary
w MV non-surgical procedure
P-Shot" 7= |
"~ that can rmfuvenate
a marn's sex life

WHO MAY BENEFIT FROM THE P-SHOT":

Men oxperisncing-
Decrmased sansatisn and Sleasuie disthg ses

1\ “': D l v I N E : Arn inability bo achiows ad maintaln a finm eregtion

Decrisgtnd penis sims (affon sesh walt normal Bging |

\ MEDIGAL 3FA Peyronia's Deuepse

BENEFITS OF THE P-SHOT™:

. Mor-suigecnl and drig-ines
Inchensed sensibty and desine
Increasad garth aid kangih of penis
A heallhict sedx ik

i 305+493-9100 O prrocredines you can get ol Deving Madscal Spa inclisds
m 10 Kennedy Dr. Suite 203 Hydmatncial, Batoo, Dynport, Fllers. Laser Treptmants & mare!

REALTOR

Q MAGAZINE

THE ONLY LGEBTQIA+ MAGAZINE
JUST FOR THE KEYS

Mot anly |5 O Magazive Is pead by thousands of
penpke in Key West, it's resd ordine by people
all o the wordd!

$300 | Month
S400 | Monih
$500 | Mongh

R Preferred
' Properties
Coastal Realty, Inc.

KwMabry@msn.com




BEACH
READS

LGBT Book Reviews by C e Q«.L&cllm:jm

"GRAY LOVE: STORIES ABOUT DATING AND NEW RELATIONSHIPS AFTER 60,"

EDITED BY NAN BAUER-MAGLIN AND DANIEL E. HODD
€.2023, Rutgers University Press | 524.95 | 303 pages

It was supposed to be a nice night out.

But you drove around and around looking
for the restaurant and once vou found it,
yvou learned that vou needed reservations.
Practically before the evening started, you
sensed that vour food could be as cold as
yvour date. As in "Gray Love," edited by
Nan Bauer-Maglin and Daniel E. Hood,

Stories About Dating

and New Relationships looking for love wasn't like this when vou
After 6o were younger.
—— You thought you'd be happy alone.

HAN BAUER: HAGLIN
asn BARIEL . HOOB

After the divorce, the funeral, the last

break-up, you didn't think a little you-time
was a bad idea. And it wasn't — but love, someone to go to the movies
with or dine with or snuggle with, seems more and more appealing
now. Today, though, as the forty-two essays in this book confirm and
as you've learned, that's easier said than done.

You want a partner, someone your age, but you fear becoming a
caretaker, You like doing your own thing, but having someone around
to do it with would be nice. You have company but yvou are "without
intimacy." Or you don't want a full-time someone but it's scary to think
about "falling off a ladder alone."

So vou go online because, well, people don't meet like they used to.
That's when you learn that dating sites are generally ripe with people
who lie about their ages, who seem clingy or who want things you can't
give, "the Uncertain, the Angry... the Unattractive,” and — let's be



honest — jerks. Unlike real life circa 1973 or 1993, there's nobody to
vouch for singles online.

You wonder, "What would I wear? You learn about scams the hard
way, while tales of love at way-up-there-ages are inspirational.
Experimenting with same sex, different sex, different race isn't off
the table, but nobody's asked — or you did, and it was wonderful and
why didn't you do that before? Love is love. You date the wrong
people, you date the right people, you're exhausted and
disappointed. And sometimes, even for awhile, you're someone's
“sweetie."

According to a study quoted in "Gray Love," about twenty-five
percent of American adults live alone. If you're one of them and
open to a relationship, you need this book.

Just know that this is not a how-to manual. Editors Nan
Bauer-Maglin and Daniel E. Hood don't offer advice in their
introduction, and most of their storytellers didn't Ann-Landers
their way into this book. Instead, you'll read tales of dating and
mating gone happily right and very, very wrong, told in ways that
will make you laugh, sigh, and know that you're not alone in your
late-life search for love. The mixture here is diverse and wide: if
one tale makes you want to swear off dating forever, the next one
offers Happily Ever After.

Be aware that a few of the tales inside "Gray Love" flirt with the
explicit and others might ruffle a feather or two, Still, it could be
great to share it with a millennial or older GenZ'er, If vou see this
book on a bookshelf, take it out.
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PLAYING HOUSE

Maybe it's the post-pandemic mood, but a lot of guys | used to
hook up with now want a more serious relationship. I've tried
them before and they're not for me. I'm not super into serious
as a concept. For instance, | haven't watched “The Whale” but
I've watched “Marcel, the Shell with Shoes On” five times.

| don't have a fear of commitment, | just have a fear of
anything hetero-normative. It actually borders on a phobia. |
like my relationships like | like my media: extreme and a little
bit gross. In my experience, relationships start out all fun and
games, calling your asshole your boy pussy, making house
keys for each other and then losing that key when your friend
takes it to the bathroom to do drugs off it... ya know, normal
gay stuff. But this whole moving in together and meeting
families is a slippery slope. | know a couple who met at an
orgy and who wore leather to their wedding. And it was an
August wedding. There wasn't a dry eye in the place, between
the emotions and the aromas. But, cut to two years later and
Steven is a house-husband talking to me about why | need to
get a Costco membership and Marcus went from being a
daddy to a plant daddy. Which is not a thing, by the way.
You're not your plants “daddy.” You're your plants captor.
(Yeah, | said it.)



When | went over to Steven and Marcus'’s for what | thought
was a “party night”, | was quickly horrified to find out that
“party” now meant a bunch of mixed alphabet people playing
board games. These queens met in a sex sling and now
instead of getting into skat they're getting into Scattergories?!

Steven looked at me and said, “you know ever since we
adopted Susie out of foster care, I'm so worried about her not
feeling a female connection so when | bottle feed her, | try to
hold her to my own bosom so the bottle seems more like a
breast.”

| said, “Steven... Susie is a 6-year-old chihuahua that you
fostered from the Alta Dena Chihuahua rescue group. Breast
feeding should not come into play! Okay, Mister Kibble and
Tits?!"

| have not been invited back since and | feel that is best for
everyone involved.... except, possibly, Susie.

Brad Loekle’s latest comedy special & album, “Brash Boys Club” is

available on Amazon, AppleTV, iTunes, and other platforms. He

was a semi-finalist on NBC's “Last Comic Standing”. He can be

seen every week on TruTV's “World's Dumbest”, has written for

Joan Rivers on E! “Fashion Police” & tours internationally. His book,

“‘My Big Gay Life" is available on Amazon. For all this and more,
check out: www.bradloekle.com
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#Z N RED BARN
""" THEATRE

2022-2023 SEASON Celebrating 43 Years!

April 4 thru 29

awasspopitar | AT TENTION
e SPAN
N isrons \\ T HEATRE

while exploring
“Parallel Universes”
in these all-new shorts.

4

This funny and fast-paced evening is
filled with pertinent and hilarious short plays,
all of them helmed by a group of directors guiding
a big handful of our favorite Key West actors.

You never know WHAT you’ll see next at
SHORT ATTENTION SPAN THEATRE!

RedBarnTheatre.com ® 305-296-9911
319 Duval Street (Rear) ® Old Town Key West

Tlgeloridd Keys {‘_‘::). ﬁ@f‘%
& t . BUILDS

GEVELOPENT COURGIL KEY WEST
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THE PETRONIA ST. NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

APRIL 22°
2:30 - 5pm

' 700 BLOCK OF DUVAL STREET |
LTESTRUN 2. QUALIFYING RACES 3. FINALS

Participants will get to test run the course, then compete one on one.
The two fastest queens will compete in the finals for the trophy!

ALL CONTESTANTS MUST BE IN HEELS & LOOH SOMEWHAT LIHE A WOMAN...
PRETTY OR UGLY! ANYONE CAN ENTER! REGISTRATION IS FREL!

'MJ Prf,
Sponsored by Bourbon Pub l
and Conch Republic Days 0“1']]0“ S‘ P g qra E,t,.h.r
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ALL PEOPLE ARE CREATED €

N€ HUMAN FAMILY

Q MAGAZINE welcomes you to
America’s most inclusive island!

Key West's official philosophy is "ONE HUMAN FAMILY”
which means everyone is entitled to equal rights,
dignity and respect. Right? We can show the world
fo appreciate our proud diversity and individuality.
Everyone in the world is an integral part of you...
and every one of them is your equal.

Get your own free "ONE HUMAN FAMILY” stickers
at the Gay & Lesbian Visitor Center (808 Duval)@
© GRAFFITTI (721 Duval), or by sending a SASE
fo ONE HUMAN FAMILY, P.O. 972, Key West,
FL 33041 or visit OneHumanFamily.info

Map © 2003
Design Group
Key West

@ Bourbon Street Pub - 724 Duval

@ 801 Bourbon Bar - 801 Duval

€) In Touch - 706A Duval

@ AQUA Nightclub - 711 Duval

© Island House Resort for Men - 1129 Fleming
@ Marc Ulanowski, Realtor - 420 Fleming

@ KW Gay & Lesbian Visitor Center - 808 Duval
© Truman Book & Video - 922 Truman

@ Graffitti - 721 Duval

® Club 504 - 504 Angela

@ Equator Resort - 822 Fleming

@ Island Massage Spa — 937 Fleming

® Red Shoe lIsland Bistro — 411 Petronia

© Mangia Mangia — 900 Southard
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8: oo PM SATURDAY
MATINEE
10: 3o PM  5PM

TICKETS
AVAILABLE AT
WWW.201GIRLS.COM

J
\ _

"
KYLIE MAJON MARILYN
JEAN LUCILLE DANIELS
//
S 1 %t
e
RAQUEL JUST MICHELLE

WHITNEY STEVENS

PUDDIN EILEEN VICTORIA ERIKA
TAINE TAYLOR SECRET ROSE

GIN-AYE
DIAMOND
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED! 801 DUVAL ST,



- CELEBRATING 28 YEARS!

MONDAY, APRIL 24
.6-9PM .

TRUMAN WATERFRONT

WALKING & BIKING ENCOURAGED!

ADVANCE TIX @ KEYSTIX.COM
*NEW™* VIP PASS & TENT SEATING
AVAILABLE THIS YEAR

THE ISLAND’S BEST RESTAURANTS WILL BE
SERVING CULINARY DELIGHTS!

FINE WINE & BEER BY
REPUBLIC NATIONAL DISTRIBUTING COMPANY!

Aﬂ— ’\1{[(\ Pl herizon




TASTE OF KEY WEST

SEAT UNDER THE
TENT, AND PICK UP
YOUR WINE GLASS,

PINT GLASS
AND PLATE.

SIMPLY
SHOW YOUR
LANYARD TO GET
SAMPLES OF
FOOD, WINE,
BEER AND
SPIRITS.

TICKETS $125.00 PER PERSON @ KEYSTIX.COM
MONDAY, APRIL 24 « 6-9PM « TRUMAN WATERFRONT



WEEKLY EVENTS

MD‘N{DAT

801
Drag Shows at 8 PM and 10:30 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8:00 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

801 )
Drag Shows at 8 PM and 10:30 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing live at 8:00 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM



801
Drag Shows at 8 PM and 10:30 PM

Bourbon
Bria singing five at 8:00 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

Island House
Hot Naked Pool Party starting at 5 PM

THURSDAY

R R R W R R R e e

801
Drag Shows at 8 PM and 10:30 PM

Bourbon
Jeff Moss singing live at 8:00 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

------------------------

FRIDAY

R AR AR R

801
Drag Shows at 8 PM and 10:30 PM

Bourbon
Jeff Moss singing live at 8:00 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM
Boys Night Out starting at 10 PM

Saloon 1
Cock Shock contest at Midnight

TEEE R @8 B E @ s s 8888

SATURDA‘I’

801
Drag Shows at 5, 8, & 10:30 PM

Bourbon
Naked Pool Party at Noon
Jeff Moss singing live at 8:00 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

SUNDA "I"
801
Karaoke starting at 4 PM
Drag Shows at 8 PM and 10:30 PM

Bourbon
After Tea7 PM- 10 PM
Jeff Moss singing five at 8:00 PM
Dancers on the bar starting at 10 PM

Island House
Hot Naked Poal Party starting at Noon

LDCATFONS

@ & & & B & & B R R R e

801 - 807 Duval Street
Bourbon - 724 Duva-: Street
Island House - 17129 Fleming St

Saloon 1 - 504 Petronia St
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NATIONAL YOUT

HIV & Al

AWARENESS

APRIL 18
NATIONAL
TRANSGENDE
HIV TESTING DAY

FREE HIV TESTING  39°:296.6196

1434 KENNEDY DR

ask us anything.
we don't sh()( k e(ml\

- Personalized sexual health messaging
- PrEP and nPEP info - Your questions answered

MAKE IT A CLASSY y I'll take a

condom with a

DOUBLE-DATE: PrEP sidecar,
PrEP & :

a condom Y

AHHHealth.org
HEALTH + HOUSING

A.H, OF MDURDE COUNTY, INE.




ASK NANA

& -mail ?am cgm::'&am{ fo

nana@keywestgayrag.com

Pear Vana,

My mom is a heavy woman and has a tendency lo yo-yo in weight.
Her doctor has suggested this new drug everyone is taking for
rapid weight loss: Ozempic. I'm nervous about it from what I've
read and | worry about her health. But she insists she's going to do
it. Should | push this subject or just accept that she is going to take
what the doctor prescribes her?

I'm going to use a phrase you
might have heard before: "my
body, my choice.” Now, that
doesn't mean everyone always
does what is best for their body.
In reality, most of us don't do
what is best for us all the time.
Are the health issues with yo-yo
dieting all your life? Yes. Are
there health issues with carrying
too much fat around all your AT
life? Also, yes. In the end, unless your ioved one is incapable of
making decisions for themselves anymore, you need to respect
their autonomy. That doesn't mean you can't express your concerns
to her. It also doesn't mean you can't speak to a doctor about
whatever choices she does make. Remember that speaking to
medical professionals is always a better option to Google. | once
googled my symptoms and thought | had African Sleeping
Sickness. | had the flu. My doctor dined out on THAT story for a
year.




Dear Nana,

My 96-year-old mother is mad that | have moved to Florida from
New York. She harasses me about my move every lime we
speak. | have 4 siblings who all live close to home and are able
to be there in a minute’'s notice, but since my move she seems
completely focused on the idea that only | can help her with
things and that | need to move home in order to do that. It's
making it harder and harder for me to interact with her. Help!

Well, being the prodigal child is
not a new phenomenon. On
one hand, you can't begrudge a
preposterously old lady (such
as your mother and myself) for
wanting all her chicks close to
the nest in our final years. Or,
possibly, year. | mean, not to be \ 2
too blunt but at 96 she's well into the extra innings” sectlcun of the
game of life. On the other hand, part of a parent’s job is to accept
that their children will fly the coop. And should do so if that's where
their life's journey takes them. | would remind your mother that you
can be home within the day if there is a real emergency. Planes
exist and I'm sure you'll visit as often as makes sense. But if she
persists, and makes this solely about her wants, | would hold your
ground lovingly and simply repeat, “where | live is not a reflection
on how much | love you, mom." Then just put her on speakerphone
and get some household chores done as she continues to bitch.
Old ladies have earned the right to bitch and you've earned the
right not pay much attention. It's a good system!

DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS? OF COURSE YOU DO! WHY NOT LET NANA HELP You?!
;.;qﬂxrq':r,fﬂmz cgdﬁm}m&' fr: nana@keywestgayrag.com






WHORE-@-SCOPES

AQUARIUS JAN 20-FEB 18
Thank goodness the fashion police
aren't real because you'd get a life
sentence.

PISCES FEB 19- MAR 20

You should take up basketball. You
need to bounce something other
than checks!

ARIES MAR 21-APR 19
Less is more. You're living proof.
Less exercise is more weightl

TAURUS APR 20-MAY 20
If you were any duller, you'd be a
spoon.

GEMINI MAY 21 - JUN 20
It's time for “hot gurd summer” or in
your case “hotcakes gurl summer.”

CANCER JUN 21 -JUL 22

I'm not sure what's lower, your |Q or
the number of hairs left on your
head.

LEO JUL 23-AUG 22
People usually get wiser with age.
What went wrong with you?

VIRGO AUG 23- SEP 22
When planning out monthly tasks,
bathing should not be on that list.

LIBRA SEP23-0CT22

You're at that age where you need
to be careful about if that's really a
fart you feel coming on.

SCORPIO OCT 23-NOV 21
When someone says meet at the
gym, and you don't know where it
is, it's that place with the steam
room you go to every day.

SAGITTARIUS NOV 22-DEC 21
Riding an E-Bike is not cardiol

CAPRICORN DEC 22-JAN 19
Having only one slice of pizza
doesn't work when you only cut the
whole pizza in half.
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KEY WEST'S HOME ON THE WATER &]! 3 Ta0

FOR GAY MEN SINCE 1996
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(LOTHING OPTIONAL

BLUQKEYWEST.COM - (305) 923-7245



IsLAnd HouSe

1129 Fleming St - 305.294.6284

Day Pass Memberships Available 9am-1am

24hr food & bar full gym two jacuzzis
happy hour dry sauna sun loungers
pool parties steamroom erotic lounge

All Gay, Queer & Trans Brothers Welcome



